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DAY OF THE STEPHAN ANGELOFF INSTITUTE OF MICROBIOLOGY 
BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

On 14 March 2014, the Stefan Angeloff Institute of Microbiology at the Bulgarian Academy 
of Sciences (BAS) held a formal meeting. Founded as a microbiological centre sixty-nine years ago  
(14 March 1947), today the Institute is a well-established leader in the Balkan region. For more than a 

decade it has been associated with the Pasteur Institute, Paris, and with the 
International Network of Pasteur Institutes, which comprises 32 research 
centres in 25 countries in five continents. Thus, in partnership, the Stefan 
Angeloff Institute has been successfully resolving scientific and practical 
problems, as became evident at the last meeting.

Among the presidium members at the scientific forum were 
Academician Angel Galabov, Chairman of the Stefan Angeloff 
Foundation and a long-time director of the Institute of Microbiology at 
BAS, and the current director of the Institute of Microbiology, Hristo 
Naidenski (Corresponding Member). Guests attending the gala day were 
Prof. Athanassios Tsakris, Head of Department of Microbiology at the 

Faculty of Medicine at University of Athens, Prof. Todor Kantardzhiev, Director of the National Centre of  
Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, Prof. Encho Savov, Head of Department of Military Epidemiology and 
Microbiology at the Military Medical Academy (MMA), Prof. Dimitar Kadiyski, Director of the Institute of 
Experimental Morphology, Pathology and Anthropology with museum (BAS), Assoc. Prof. Galina Sachanska, 
Head of the Biolaboratory at the Department of Natural Sciences at New Bulgarian University, Assoc. Prof. 
Giannis Papathanasiou from the Medical University in Plovdiv, Valery Andreev MPharm, manager of Sevex 
Pharma. 

As Corresponding Member Hristo Naidenski emphasized in his welcome speech: “Our Institute is a 
recognized centre of the microbiological sciences in Bulgaria and South East Europe. It has gained popularity 
and European identity. Our Institute has learned from a multitude of microbiologists of international 
renown, and in turn has been attracting young scientists for training in the fields of microbiology, virology, 
and biotechnologies.” Prof. Naidenski went on to point out that today, despite the financial constraints, 
Bulgarian scholars have retained their high publication activity and fully participate in the European research 
collaboration by responding adequately to the new realities and challenges.

The participants in the forum welcomed with great interest the guest speaker, Prof. Athanassios Tsakris, 
author of over 270 scientific publications and member of the Science Advisory Board of the European Union 
for the research on antimicrobial resistance, and member of the editorial boards of over 10 specialized 
journals. In his academic speech Prof. Tsakris talked about the molecular mechanisms of microbial resistance 
to therapeutic agents, the control of certain infections, and the antibiotic policies. He presented his own 
methods now applied in many countries for determining microbial resistance to antibiotics. The cost of each 
method is about 0.5 Euros, which means that they are far less expensive compared to other tests. Prof. Tsakris 
noted that because of today’s unjustified use of antibiotics there is an increase in drug-resistant pathogens, 
and that the problem can be controlled by modern diagnostic tests and other innovative approaches.

Traditionally, on the day commemorating the establishment of the Institute, a young scientist is awarded 
a prize for best work in the field of microbiology. This year a jury from the Stefan Angeroff Foundation 
distinguished two first-prize winners: Adelina Stoyanova for her research on consistent alternative application 
of triple combination of viral inhibitors in enteroviral neuroinfections, and Maya Hadzhieva for her studies 
on the biological role of immunoglobulins with induced poly-specificity. The awards were handed out by 
Academician Angel Galabov, Chairman of the Foundation.

Yet another award - a plaque of honour - caused further excitement at the forum as it was conferred to 
Prof. Maria Angelova for her contribution to the overall development of the Institute. In turn, she thanked her 
colleagues, underlying that such a distinction is never a single person’s merit but the work of many people.

The academic atmosphere of the meeting was followed by the positive emotions of a concert and came 
to a solemn end with “Na Mnogaya Leta”. That was, in fact, the wish of all attendees – to see the Institute 
of Microbiology at BAS working, progressing and conquering new scientific heights. Na mnogaya leta (For 
many years to come!)!
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