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In memoriam 

Ivan Kovachevski
1904 – 1955

Prof. Dr. Ivan Christov Kovachevsky, Cor-
respondent Member of the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences was born in 10 May 1904 in Sofia and 
was sprung from (of) the Bulgarian national re-
vival genus. A hundred twelve years have passed 
since his birth to 2016. He was died of age from 91 
years (15.03.1995). Prof. Dr. Kovachevsky began 
as an assistant phytopathologist in Department of 
“Plant-growing production” of the Agriculture-For-
estry Faculty of the Sofia University “Saint Kliment 
Ohridsky” (1927-1930). He was scholar of Hum-
bolt’s Foundation in Botanical Garden in Darmsh-
tad near Berlin to specialize plant virology. He was 
Chief-section of the Agricultural Trial Station in So-
fia among 1931-1935. Prof. Dr. Kovachevsky was 
Head of the Institute of Plant Protection in Bulgaria 
in the period 1941-1973. He was chosen for Cor-
respondent Member of the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences in 1961 and also was Correspondent Mem-
ber of the Academy of the Agricultural Sciences of 
Germany and Member of the American Phytopatho- 
logical Society (1928).

Corr. Member Prof. Dr. Ivan Kovachevsky 
began his scientific work with the studies of fungal 
diseases on agricultural cultures, also and myco-
plasma diseases, more specially “stolbur” on toma-
to and other plants from Solanaceae family (Inves-
tigations of the disease “stolbur” in Bulgaria). He 
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was discovered 103 unknown agents of diseases, 
from which over 60 on cultural plants. The major 
part of his scientific work was connected with plant 
virology. Prof. Kovachevsky together with Prof. 
Dimitar Atanassov were founders of plant virology 
in Bulgaria. Corr. Member Prof. Dr. Kovachevsky 
first marshaled method of experimental infection of 
test (indicator) of each virus plants. It is no over-
straining to emphasize that Prof. Kovachevsky is 
researched viral diseases on extraordinarily large 
number herbaceous cultural and wild plants and 
with this large envelopment of plant species of dif-
ferent botanical families he holds leadership among 
the plant virologist in Bulgaria. Virus diseases on 
important for our country agricultural cultures were 
investigated: maize, beans, vegetables (tomato, 
pepper, eggplant, cucumbers, melons, pumpkins as 
well as vegetables from Apiaceae and Cruciferae 
families. Virus diseases on ornamentals, aromatic 
and medicinal plants from 22 families were studied 
in his publications. It could say, Prof. Kovachevsky 
is fixed the beginning of the investigations of viral 
diseases on aromatic and curative plants in Bulgaria. 
He was identified viruses on strategically important 
agricultural cultures. Fundamental studies for Bul-
garian Plant Virology were Prof. Kovachevsky’s 
studieеs for Cucumber mosaic virus, Alfalfa mosaic 
virus, Potato Y virus, Cucumber green mottle mo-
saic virus, Cauliflower mosaic virus, Turnip mosaic 
virus and etz. More important monographies and 
papers reflected his researches were: “ Virus and 
Virus-like Diseases of Crop Plants”, “Cucumber 
mosaic viroses in Bulgaria”, “Viroses on pepper, 
“Potato Y viruses (sypanitza) on tobacco, “ Studies 
on tomato vein necrosis, “Necrotic bronzing on to-
mato”. As a Head of Plant Protection Institute Prof. 
Dr. Kovachevsky ensured the most of new for their 
time scientific journals and books for the library. 
This literature is used from the researchers and at 
the present time.

Corr. Member Prof. Dr. Ivan Kovachevsky 
was and remains model for the following generations 
of phytopathologists and plant virologists with his 
scientific work and exceptionally positive qualities 
of scientific researcher.
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