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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Margarita Yankulova was 
born on December 30, 1930 in Blagoevgrad to a 
clerical family. She graduated from primary and high 
schools and became a student of the Agricultural 
Academy “Georgi Dimitrov” in Sofia, specializing 
in viticulture. She began her professional activity as 
a teacher-agriculturist in the village of Pordim near 
the town of Pleven. She married for Prof. Dr. Jordan 
Yankulov – medicinal plants scientist and breeder. 
Their daughter is a pharmacologist. Prof. Dr. M. 
Jankulova became a regular post-graduate student 
at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences with Cor. 
Member Prof. Dr. Kovachevsky as her mentor. She 
defended a dissertation on “Methods for diagnosis 
of virus diseases on potato”. M. Yankulova 
worked together with Prof. Dr. Todora Ivancheva-
Gabrovska on the development of methods for 
plant viruses’ purification and serological methods 
of virus detection. Shortly after the defense of 
her thesis, Dr. Yankulova was nominated for the 
Humboldt’s grant and specialized at the Institute of 
Plant Virology (IPV), Braunschweig, Germany. She 
was recommended for this scholarship by Prof. Dr. 
Dimitar Atanassov, Academician Christo Daskalov 
and Cor. Member Prof. Ivan Kovachevsky. Dr. 
Yankulova was trained to work with grapevine 
viruses and mastered new methods for plant virus 
diagnostics and identification in IPV, Braunschweig.

Back from Germany, Dr. Yankulova was 
nominated Assistant Prof. at the Plant Protection 
Institute (PPI). At the beginning, she worked at the 
PPI Department of Immunity with Prof. Dr. Dimitar 
Dodov as Head of Department. Later, it was divided 
into Immunity and Virology departments, with 
Prof. Dimitar Trifonov Head of the latter. Assist. 
Prof. Dr. Yankulova began her virological research 
at the Virology Department and became Associate 
Prof. in 1972. She studied economically important 
viruses on tobacco, different vegetables, grapevine 
and sugar beet, etc., at the PPI. She also produced 
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antisera for a lot of these viruses in the institute’s 
laboratory for purification and serodiagnosis. As 
Associate Professor, Dr. Yankulova trained a lot of 
Bulgarian and foreign post-graduate students.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yankulova was invited 
to the Institute of Genetic Engineering (IGE) by 
its Director Acad. Atanas Atanassov to work with 
molecular genetics researchers. At the same time, 
Dr. M. Yankulova was awarded The People’s 
Republic of Bulgaria medal for her overall activity. 
M. Yankulova and T. Gabrovska were members of 
the Virological Council of Bulgaria. Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Yankulova took part in the development of 
biotechnologies at IGE. She was the first to introduce 
the serological Enzyme Linked Immunosorbent 
Assay (ELISA) in Bulgaria and taught this method 
to many plant virologists. A construct for creating 
TSWV resistant tobacco cultivars was developed in 
a collaboration of Bulgarian and German researchers 
in IPV, Braunschweig. Transgenic tobacco cultivars 
were created with this construct at IGE, Bulgaria. 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yankulova organized and did 
the entire work on testing the transgenic tobacco 
plants in laboratory conditions and in the fields of 
the Experimental Station of Tobacco in the town of 
Gotse Delchev. The study of the transgenic tomato 
cultivars for TSWV resistance was done together 
with Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dimitrinka Christova, PPI.

Even though Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yankulova 
has been exceptionally diligent in her experimental 
work, she would always emphasize how lucky she 
has been to have the best teachers, principals and 
colleagues, such as Prof. Dr. Dimitar Atanassov, 
Corr. Member Prof. Ivan Kovachevsky, Prof. Dr. 
Todora Ivancheva-Gabrovska, Prof. DSc. Penka 
Kaytasova, Prof. DSc. Dimitar Trifonov, Assoc. 
Prof. Marko Markov and many others, as well 
as good laboratory assistants. Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Yankulova will always be a teacher and model for 
all of us.

Bistra Dikova
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In memoriam 

Penka Kaytazova
1933 – 2014

Penka Yosheva Kaytazova was born on 
08.12.1933 in the village Bejanovo, Lovech dis-
trict in the family of Yosho Petkov Nedyalkov 
and Vojka Tzanova Nedyalkova. Her father Yo-
sho Petkov worked as an accountant in the rural 
cooperation and with his active participation the 
building of the cooperation in the village was built. 
Her mother was a housewife. She had a little sister 
Teodora Yosheva Naydenova, who along with her 
husband Nayden Naydenov lived and worked in 
the farm village during their career. Primary edu-
cation Penka Yosheva finished in his native village. 
In 1951 he graduated Pleven Girls’ School “Anas-
tasia Dimitrova.” In 1952 she was a student at the 
Agronomy Faculty of Agricultural Academy in So-
fia. He graduated as an agronomist in “Plant Pro-
tection” in 1957. She was married to Angel Ivanov 
Kaytazov - Senior Fellow at the Plant Protection 
Institute (PPI). They have two daughters, Elena - 
physicist and Valentina - physician. They have two 
grandsons, two granddaughters, great-grandson 
and great-granddaughter. From 1957 Penka Yoshe-
va Kaytazova worked as an agronomist - specialist 
and later as a researcher at the virology section in 
PPI. From 1964 to 1967 he specialized in electron 
microscopy, electron microscopy lab at the Institute 
of Histology and Embryology, Faculty of Medicine 
in Vienna with a scholarship of the Austrian Min-
istry of Education. She was assigned as an official 
PhD student at the Institute of Forest Pathology and 
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Plant Protection of the Higher School of crops - 
now University. Her thesis was on „Studies to iden-
tify viruses in tobacco in Austria“ (Untersuhungen 
zur Differenzialdiagnose der Tabakviren in Oster-
reich). With this work was first identified viruses in 
deciduous tobaccos in Austria. In this study it was 
found that serious damages on this culture were in-
duced by a mixed infection of Potato virus Y and 
Cucumber mosaic virus. She rejected the view that 
Tobacco rattle virus was the causative agent of these 
damages. After his return to Bulgaria in 1968 under 
the pressure of responsible government officials 
in Agricultural Academy, the Higher Attestation 
Commission under Council of Ministers refused to 
legalize her PhD diploma, although she went with 
the permission of the Agricultural Academy to use 
Austrian scholarship for training and to defend a 
dissertation on Electron microscopy in the field of 
botany. Thanks to the moral support of prof. Dim-
itar Dodov and the President of the AA, she trans-
lated her PhD thesis and successfully defended in  
Bulgaria in 1970. At the same time she organized 
at the Institute of Plant Protection, Electron mi-
croscope laboratory with full equipment, which 
mainly studied the morphology of viral pathogens 
in plants, the morphology of some viruses caus-
ing diseases in insects and other ultra-microscopic 
studies. She developed methods for rapid diagnosis 
of plant viruses. Along with research work she mi-
croscope and diagnose viral diseases in dozens of 
samples from production areas in the country.

In 1989 she defended degree of “Doctor of 
Agricultural Sciences” on “Morphology and di-
agnosis of plant viruses.” She wrote about 60 sci-
entific papers related to study the morphology of 
the viruses in plants. Her scientific research activ-
ity was awarded with the medal “St. St. Cyril and 
Methodius “.

Prof. Dr. Penka Kaytasova was emphasized 
researcher, but also socially active person. Her so-
cial activity was evidenced by the book “One life, 
one Golgotha” in memoriam of Prof. Dr. Dimitar 
Atanassov, notable scientist – phytopathologist and 
virologist, whose scientific work for virus agent of 
the disease “sharka” on plum is fundamental for the 
plant virology.

 Antoniy Stoev


