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ACTA MICROBIOLOGICA BULGARICA

Cronicle 

10th Balkan Congress on Microbiology, 
Microbiologia Balkanica 2017

held in Sofia from 16 to 18 November 2017

Sofia hosted the 10th Jubilee Balkan Congress on Microbiology, which took place from 16 to 18 No-
vember 2017 at the Park Hotel Moskva. The congress is held every two years and is the most significant 
event of the Balkan Society for Microbiology, initiated by Academician Angel S. Galabov and founded in 
1998 in Vratsa with representatives of six Balkan countries.

More than 400 scientists representing all branches of microbiology – medical, veterinary, plant and 
soil, general and industrial microbiology, virology, infectious immunology and parasitology – from the Bal-
kan countries (Serbia, Romania, Turkey, Greece, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Republic of Mace-
donia, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Croatia and Slovenia) participated in the congress in Sofia as well as a participant 
from Belarus. Leading scientists from the USA, France, Russia, Portugal and Italy were invited to deliver 
plenary lectures. The President of the Federation of European Microbiological Societies (FEMS), Professor 
Bauke Oudega (Dutchman from the Business Office in Delft), and one of the newly elected directors - Prof. 
Vaso Taleski (Shtip), also attended the congress.

The majority of participants were young scientists-microbiologists, to over 60 of whom grants were 
conferred by FEMS and the National Science Fund of the Ministry of Education and Science.

At the official opening, welcome addresses were given by the President of the Balkan Microbiologi-
cal Society (BSM), Prof. Athanassios Tsakris (Athens), and the Vice-President of the Union of Scientists in 
Bulgaria Prof. Stefka Chankova. A welcoming address was also read out on behalf of the President of the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Academician Julian Revalski.

At the congress, the latest issues of contemporary microbiology were presented and discussed, as well 
as the achievements made by the scientists from the Balkan region over the past two years (after the Ninth 
Balkan Congress in Thessaloniki in 2015). 

The topic of the congress focused mainly on human health, ecology and issues of the agriculture and 
industry sectors of importance for the economy. Special attention was given to the development of new 
antimicrobials, the growing threat of antibiotic resistance, nosocomial infections, microbiology of food, 
microbial biotechnology, probiotics, the viral infections prevalent in the region, etc.

The vast scope of the congress included specialized meetings in: human microbiom (5 plenary and 
5 oral papers), medical microbiology (1 plenary and 13 oral papers), new antimicrobials (4 plenary and 15 
oral papers), resistance to antibiotics (3 plenary and 12 oral papers), nosocomial infections (2 plenary and 7 
oral papers), viral pathogens (1 plenary and 10 oral papers), infectious immunology and biological response 
modifiers (1 plenary and 6 oral papers), microbial biotechnology (2 plenary and 5 oral papers), extremo-
philic microorganisms (2 plenary and 1 oral paper), probiotics and prebiotics (1 plenary and 6 oral papers), 
microbiology and food safety (2 plenary and 5 oral papers, and a panel of 5 rapporteurs), zoonoses (3 oral 
papers) ), veterinary microbiology (3 oral papers), microbiology of the environment (1 plenary and 7 oral 
papers), parasitology (1 plenary and 12 oral papers). Two poster sessions were held with an exceptionally 
large number of presentations, whose authors in their vast majority were young scientists.

Overall, 407 papers were presented at the congress, of which 28 plenary papers, 110 oral paper pre-
sentations, 1 corporate, and 270 poster papers. The panel “Microbiology of animal products and consumer 
health” (under the guidance of Prof. Gurhan Ciftcioglu from Istanbul) and the workshop “From results to a 
paper: How to write and present your study effectively“ with curator Assoc. Prof. Panayotis Tassios (Ath-
ens).

Statistics by country are as follows: Turkey - 187 papers, Bulgaria - 87 papers, Greece - 39, Serbia - 
28, Albania - 22, Republic of Macedonia - 16, Romania - 5, Montenegro - 5, other – a total of 18.

The international jury composed of: Peter Raspor (Ljubljana) – Chairman, Stefan Denev (Stara Za-
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gora), Lyubka Doumanova (Sofia), Denada Laçej (Tirana), Alexandra Năşcuţiu (Bucharest), Mehmet Ali 
Öktem (Izmir), Nikola Panovski (Skopje), Špiro Radulović (Belgrade) and Panayotis Tassios (Athens) 
selected the best posters of young scientists. 

At the closing of the congress, Prof. Angel Galabov, Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 
Congress, announced the names and handed diplomas to the winners:

First prize: Alexander Belly (Paris) and E. F. Tufekci (Trabzon);
Second prize: Т. Stoyanova (Sofia), D. Ocal (Ankara) and T. Teneva-Angelova (Plovdiv);
Third prize: F. Kahyaoglu (Trabzon), A. Stoyanova (Sofia), A. Akbiyik (Izmir) and Ts. Yungareva 

(Sofia). 

The meeting of the Board of the Balkan Microbiological Society held on 16.11.2017 was headed 
by Prof. Athanassios Tsakris. The following representatives of the microbiological societies of the Balkan 
countries were also present: from Bulgaria – BSM Vice- President Prof. Angel S. Galabov, Sofia (Presi-
dent of the Bulgarian Society for Microbiology), BSM Registrar Prof. Hristo Najdenski (Sofia) and Assoc. 
Prof. Antoniy Stoev, Kostinbrod; from Serbia - Prof. Lazar Ranin, Belgrade, and Prof. Spiro Radulovic, 
Belgrade; from Turkey - Prof. Zeynep Çiğdem Kayacan, Istanbul (President of the Turkish Society of 
Microbiology), and Prof. Mehmet Ali Öktem, Istanbul; from Romania - Prof. Alexandru Rafila, Bucarest 
(President of Romanian Society of Microbiology), Prof. Gabriel Ionescu, Bucarest and Prof. Alexandra 
Năşcuţiu, Bucarest; from Albania - Prof. Andi Koraqi, Tirana (President of the Albanian Society of Micro-
biology) and Assoc. Prof. Denada Laçej, Tirana; from the Republic of Macedonia - Prof. Milena Petrovska, 
Skopje, Prof. Nikola Panovski, Skopje, and Prof. Dzoko Kungulovski, Skopje; from Montenegro - Prof. 
Svetlana Perović, Podgorica (President of the Association of Microbiologists of Montenegro) and Dr. Bojan 
Adžić, Podgorica, Bosnia and Herzegovina - Assoc. Prof. Nijaz Tihić, Tuzla (President of the Microbio-
logical Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina), Assist. Prof. Sabaheta Bektas, Sarajevo and Dr. Sabina Sestić, 
Zenica. The President of the Croatian Microbiology Society Prof. Danko Hajsig (Zagreb) and three FEMS 
representatives - President Prof. Bauke Oudega, Director Events & Internationalisation Prof. Vaso Taleski 
and Assoc. Prof. Galina Satchanska (Member of the FEMS Election Committee), also attended the meeting.

The BSM Board decided to hold the next, 11th Balkan Congress on Microbiology /Microbiologia 
Balkanica 2019 in Tirana, with the Organizing Committee to be chaired by Prof. Andi Koraqi.

Prof. A. Galabov raised the issue of establishing a Balkan microbiological network based on cooper-
ation within the region and developing joint research projects. He proposed a concrete project of his own 
design: 

Balkan Network of MIcrobiology
Objectives
•	 Establishment of complete contemporary infrastructure of the microbiology research and 
development activities in the Balkan countries.
•	 Renovation and increase of the quality of the research work in order to reach the scientific level of 
microbiology in the European Union countries. The fulfillment of this objective requires improvement and 
harmonization of the laboratory equipment in some countries, such as Bulgaria, Republic of Macedonia, 
Romania and Serbia-Montenegro. Development of microbiological laboratory policies throughout the 
Balkan region. 
•	 Development of centers of excellence. 
•	 Intensification of the process of cooperation of scientists-microbiologists in the region and larger 
cooperation with the rest of European countries in favor of equal participation in the European, NATO and 
other research programs.
•	 Improvement of diagnostics and control of infectious diseases.
•	 Strengthening the surveillance and monitoring of ecological, infectious disease and food safety 
risks.
•	 Resolving ecological problems of regional importance (soil and water pollution, etc.).
•	 Impacts in the biotechnological, food and pharmaceutical industries of the region. 
•	 Improvement of education and qualification of microbiologists in the Balkan countries.
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Topics
Panel A
This panel focuses on investigations concerning the causative agents of the infectious diseases of greatest 
importance for the Balkan region nowadays, as follows: 
•	 Emerging infections (West Nile fever transmitted by the bird migration route near the Black Sea 
coast, Balkan endemic nephropathy, etc.) 
•	 Zooantroponoses (haemorrhagic fevers, tularemia, pseudotuberculosis, Conori rickettsiosis, etc.)
•	 Nosocomial infections and hospital hygiene
•	 Tuberculosis
•	 Sexually transmitted infections and AIDS
•	 Viral hepatitides
•	 Viral infections of the respiratory tract
•	 Viruses and cardiovascular diseases
•	 Candidae and candidosis
•	 Infections in the immunocompromised patients

Panel B
Here are pointed topics concerning the new approaches and strategies in the struggle against infectious 
diseases and their sequels.

•	 Antimicrobial resistance
•	 Antiviral drugs
•	 New strategies in the control of infectious diseases
•	 Food-borne pathogens – detection and control

Panel C
This panel includes topics directed to improvement of the quality of life and economy of the Balkan coun-
tries based on new microbial biotechnologies and resolving significant ecological disasters. 

•	 Microbial biotechnologies in food industry
•	 New approaches and developments in applied microbiology
•	 Microbial ecology
•	 Plant and soil microbiology

Panel D
Activities in the panel will contribute to augmentation of basic and training scientific level of the 
microbiologists from the region. It is also foreseen to have courses organized for young scientists using 
the most modern methods in microbiology.
•	 Training courses on new methods in the diagnosis of infectious diseases
•	 Training courses on molecular-based methods for taxonomic identification of infectious 
agents – viruses, bacteria and mycetes 

Panel E
Detailed information about the staff and activities of all Balkan country laboratories should be presented 
in an almanac. Besides, microorganisms of interest for each laboratory should be available after organiza-
tion of a regional bank. 

•	 Edition of “Almanac of Microbiological Laboratories in Balkan Countries”
•	 Establishment of regional bank of microorganisms 

The new management of the Balkan Society for Microbiology for the period 2017 - 2019 will be as 
follows: President: Prof. Angel S. Galabov (Sofia); President-Elect: Prof. Andi Koraqi (Tirana); Former 
President: Prof. Athanassios Tsakris (Athens); Secretary: Prof. Hristo Najdensky (Sofia).

Angel S. Galabov, Maria Angelova, Galina Sachanska 
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